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內容簡介：An ever-increasing demand for organs, with over 100,000

people on waiting lists, has driven a relentless search for new

sources of organs. In 1995 the American Medical Association

supported taking organs from anencephalic infants, children born

without brains. In 1999 the Chinese government began removing

organs from members of the politically outcast religious group Falun

Gong, making a lucrative profit from sales to foreigners. Recently in

Belgium physicians have euthanized a patient by removing her

organs. The search for fresh organs began much earlier, in 1968,

when death was redefined, so that well-preserved organs could be

removed from brain dead individuals. The early 1990s saw the

introduction of donation after cardiac death, in which organs are

taken from individuals whose hearts could still be resuscitated. Over

the last two decades various countries have attempted markets in the

sale of organs. Each of these sources of organs raises ethical

concerns. Is brain death truly death, or by taking the heart of the

brain-dead individual do we thereby kill him? When a person's heart

stops beating is it permissible to prepare his organs for

transplantation, even though we could choose to resuscitate him?

Can we take organs from an infant without a brain? If a woman no

longer wishes to live, can she donate her organs to others in an act of

beneficent suicide? Is a market in organs acceptable?
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