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Number of retraction notices

e PubMed notices
Web of Science notices

1985

RISE OF THE RETRACTIONS

In the past decade, the number of retraction notices has shot up 10-fold (top), even as the literature
has expanded by only 44%. It is likely that only about half of all retractions are for researcher
misconduct (middle). Higher-impact journals have logged more retraction notices over the past decade,
but much of the increase during 2006-10 came from lower-impact journals (bottom).
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Rise of the Retractions

Van Noorden. “Science publishing:
The trouble with retractions”
October 5, 2011. Nature.

http://www.nature.com/news/2011/111005/full/478026a.html
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Figure 2. Percentage of retractions vs. percentage of 2010 Web of Science records among 12 broad scholarly fields.
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Grieneisen ML, Zhang M (2012) A Comprehensive Survey of Retracted Articles from the Scholarly Literature. PLOS ONE 7(10): e44118.
https://doi.org/10.1371/journal.pone.0044118

https://journals.plos.org/plosone/article?id=10.1371/journal.pone.0044118 @PLOS |ONE J IThentlcate®
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Figure 3. Justifications for retraction stated in the notices consulted, which accounted for 4,232 retracted articles.
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Grieneisen ML, Zhang M (2012) A Comprehensive Survey of Retracted Articles from the Scholarly Literature. PLOS ONE 7(10): e44118.

https://doi.org/10.1371/journal.pone.0044118 e J . o ®
https://journals.plos.org/plosone/article?id=10.1371/journal.pone.0044118 @PLOS|ONE IThentlcate
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Duke University settles research misconduct lawsuit for ol
$112.5 ml||i0n a free T-shirt

when you join.

By Science News Staff | Mar. 25, 2019, 1:50 PM

LEARN MORE >

Duke University will pay S112.5 million to the U.S. government to settle a lawsuit brought by a

) o ] i o Latest News
former employee who alleged that the university included falsified data in applications and reports

for federal grants worth nearly $200 million. The university will also take several steps “to improve Trending Most Read

the quality and integrity of research conducted on campus,” including the creation of a new

advisory panel that will provide recommendations to the president, the Durham, North Carolina, 1. Surface trembling detected on Mars for the first
time

institution said in a statement released today.

Late last year, Sciencelnsider reported that Duke and federal prosecutors had moved to settle the 2. Does a new genetic analysis finally reveal the
case, but no details were available. It had drawn close attention from other universities, in large identity of Jack the Ripper? . h . .
part because it involved a federal whistleblower law, the False Claims Act, that has rarely been ttps'//WWW'SCIencemag'org/
used to address scientific misconduct. Under the law, Duke biologist Joseph Thomas, who filed 3. Gene-edited foods are safe, Japanese panel nEWS/2019/03/dUke—

e - : concludes
the lawsuit in 2014, could receive as much as 30% of any settlement reached between the United Un|VerS|ty-Sett|eS're5earCh'
States and the university. (RetractionWatch has reported Thomas will receive $33.8 million.) . . misconduct-lawsuit-1125-

4. Girls who share a womb with boys tend to make

Thomas alleged that Duke biologist Erin Potts-Kant—a co-author on numerous papers that are now les=raonay than thosewith; twin;sistecs million :’utm_campalgn=news_
retracted—included fraudulent data in 60 grant reports and funding applications to U.S. agencies. . . o . ., dally_2019_03_ .
“Duke discovered the possible research misconduct in 2013 after [Potts-Kant] was fired for :;m':llyi:tge;;::;;tss'ermd activity complicates NASA's ZS&GE_”a=35067262&et_C|d=
embezzling money from the university, which also occurred over the same period,” the university 2734364
noted in a statement released today. Potts-Kants “eventually pled guilty to two counts of forgery -
and paid restitution to Duke.” Sifter
“This settlement, which results primarily from willful misconduct that took place in one laboratory, Culling invasive predators -~ ® ™
but which affected the work of many more researchers, should not diminish the life-changing and could save 9.4% of the world’s P g% IThentlcate@J
life-saving work that takes place at every day at Duke,” said Duke University President Vincent Price at-risk species

in the statement. “Our difficulties in ferreting out and ending such misconduct remind us that MAR. 28, 2019
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i (f'""'e"t’ onthis  Published online 5 July 2010 | Nature 466, 167 (2010) | Related stories
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