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• Cancer patients are more susceptible to coronavirus 
infection than individuals without cancer as they 
are in an immunosuppressive state because of the 
malignancy and anticancer treatment.  

• Countries must isolate, test, treat and trace to 
control the coronavirus pandemic.  

• To date, there is no scientific guideline regarding 
management of cancer patients in a background of 
coronavirus outbreak. 



• Specific Precautions to prevent spread in cancer patients 

 There is no specific guideline regarding the use of mask 
in cancer patients and this needed to be explored. 

 There is no specific guidance about COVID-19 testing in 
cancer patients. 

 Cancer patients must continue their treatment unless they 

     are in close contact with someone with COVID-19 or 

     presenting with symptoms of cough, shortness of breath, 

     breathing difficulties or high temperature. 



• Cancer patients planned for Surgery 

 Elective surgeries for cancer patients can be 
rescheduled if possible. 

 

• Cancer patients undergoing radiotherapy or planned 
for it 

 Oncologists should decide to postpone, discontinue 
or modify radiation therapy. 

 risk/benefit assessment in mind 

 



 Cancer Patients on Immunosuppressive therapy or planned 
for it 

 There is no direct evidence to support changing or 
withholding chemotherapy, targeted therapy, and 

  immunotherapy in cancer patients 
 

 Some patients might switch from intravenous chemotherapy 
to oral drugs or some may consider home infusion of 
chemotherapy to minimize the risk of infection. 
 

• Cancer patients planned for Stem Cell transplantation 
 Planned allogeneic stem cell transplantation can be 

reasonably delayed in view of coronavirus outbreaks 
 

• Role of prophylactic Antiviral therapy 
 There is no evidence or published guidelines regarding the 

use of prophylactic antiviral therapy for COVID-19 in 
immunosuppressed patients. 



• Recommendation regarding cancer screening 

 to postpone 

 

• Cancer patients on follow up  

 cancer patients on regular follow up can avoid 
hospital visits 



COVID-19 and Cancer Care Providers 

• Handwashing 

• Cover your mouth with a tissue 

• Avoid touching face 

• 1 meter distance between you and others 

• Avoid crowded spaces, especially indoors. 

• Avoid contact with anyone who is ill with a cough , 
fever or difficulty in breathing 

• Do not share objects that touch your mouth 

• social distancing 

• Do not shake hands. 

 



General Protection steps for cancer care 
providers (WHO,2020, March 20) 

• Cancer Care providers should follow standard precautions 
like hand and respiratory hygiene , safe waste management, 
sterilization of equipments , etc. 

• Ensure all patients should cover their mouth and nose if 
they cough or sneeze. 

• Arrange separate rooms for admission of suspected COVID-
19 cancer patients or keep at least 1-meter distance 
between beds in ward admissions. 

• Cancer care providers should wear clean sterile , 
protective personal equipment. 

• Limit the use of aerosol generator procedures for cancer 
patients like intubations. 

• Use of screening questionnaire for the detection of 
suspected coronavirus cases. 

• Perform hand hygiene after visiting every patient 



Myths, misinformation and correlating facts 




